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An OutstandinDoctor!zz
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e Prof. Dr. Gustavo Zubieta-Calleja

Dr‘ M.S Biradar had a charming and kind smile, an intelligent
gaze, and a willingness to help and contribute to the advancement
of science always on behalf of BLDE Deemed to be University.
The minute we met him, we realized we were with an extraordinary
man, physician, Vice-Chancellor. We later learned that he had
started in an humble setting but rose to the highest places in
Academia. A self-made man, he was a pillar of progress and
scientific advance and would have, without any doubt, taken his
Institution to the highest Indian and international levels. Sadly, he

left us all,leaving behind an emptiness that tore the hearts of all
d loved him.

those that admired, learned from him, an b
.o of our High Altitude

n the 46th celebration 0 >
On July 10th, 2016,0 e pPI.IPPA), We initiated a

Pulmonary and Pathology [nsti + out India by the
- grand chronic hypoxia scientific tour ‘throug d Man of [ndia”.
invitation of Prof. Thuppil Venkatesh, Th.e e [etter from Prof.
sund two months before our visit, I receive i;ar Physiology

| Das, director 0 f the Laboratory of ;’:iscu i Medical
7 " X g {
ine, Department of Phys“’lo,gy : en1toldD h i
med to be piversity: V' L meto Vsl
anc BLDE Dee . ks, he kindly 12 L As We

lbe going to India to g1V€ .ta ’ prese my WO

. e Univers!
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arrived with Prof. Venkatesh, we had an excellent receptio 7
we first met the distinguished Dean and Principal, Dr, p S'Birad,rt
(at the time), and the former Vice-Chancellor Prof. B ¢ M““ma:r
Prof. Biradar’s smile, kindness, and sincere gaze (e eply Slka‘
me. | immediately knew I was in front of a unique mgy,

The conferences gave us the chance to interact He vy
very sharp, a quick thinker, and prompt to respond with » POsitiye
attitude. His love for science was evident and recomforting ,
this was the initial encounter that would carry us through €XCiting
scientific roads. His noteworthy academic and high socig)
intelligence had evidently taken him to this distinguished position,
As I look back at the pictures of my visit, the pleasant memories
of his captivating laugh, deep sincerity, and excellent self-confidence
earned more admiration. That is how a man should be! We became
wonderful friends, and it lasted forever.

Every two years, we organize the Chronic Hypoxia
Symposiums here in Bolivia. The 4th was carried out in New Dehli,
in association with the Global Hypoxia Summit. I invited Prof
Biradar and Prof. Kusal Das to co-organize on behalf of BLDE
our 7th Chronic Hypoxia Symposium from Feb 23rd to Mar 2nd,
2019. They both arrived in La Paz at around 1:00 am and I received
them at the airport of El Alto at 4,100m, the highest airport in the
world. With their presence, they blessed our Symposium.
Unfortunately, they could only stay for three days. Still, Prof.
Biradar played a fundamental role representing BLDE Deemed
to be University during the inauguration held at the auditorium of
the Bolivian Navy headquarters, Prof. Venkatesh had brought a
multiple candles stand for the illumination ceremony at the opening
of the Symposium, being a first in Bolivia, honoring India for its
magnificent culture. Distinguished scientists from 16 countries
attended this unique Symposium, As usual, it started in the city of
La Paz at 3,600m above sea level and many high altitude arcas
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where the itinerant meeting is carried out. Op this occasi
. ccasion, | was

. n or

: ew exponenti i
him dgrmic aII:d ;ntlal]y as time passed by. [ interacted with the
Acade ecame aware of his extensive knowledge in

internal medicine. His observations during the Symposium

. . o were
sound, logical, and inspiring. The words fall short to describe him
adequat-ely, I can only express my sincere thoughts about his
jmpression on me.

On my next trip to give talks in India, I had the fortune of
spending more time with him and Prof. Kusal Das. I particularly
recall the last visit to his office, where my daughter Natalia and I
had a long conversation with him. Alas, I discovered his philosophical
facet and also his love for nature. The world needs physicians like
him, and his tragic loss is a major loss for all of us.

I deeply regret that he left us with the terrible COVID

pandemic, which I presume resulted from his total dedication to

helping others survive of it, taking away his sleep linked to a non-

stopping urge to collaborate efficiently. He truly devoted his life
for his work and the people that came to seek his help. We had the
honour of writing a memorial with his photos that will always remain
as an important part of our [nstitution over 16,000 Km away, 3,500m

higher in altitude from here on to eternity!

E T2

Aag [ wods

Scannea witn LamsScanr



